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Small journals:
vicious circle of
Inadequacy
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Setting low
criteria

Low quality
of papers

LOW QUALITY JOURNAL
— low criteria
— inadequate peer review
— local language or poor English
— poor style and format

— poor statistics
— inadequate editorial practice

WEAK AUTHORS

— poor research

— poor practice

— inadequate teaching
— misleading the public
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High-quality output

isnot recognized or valued

No incentive for high-
quality work

Inadequate Production of No critical
teaching weak researchers thinking
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Three levels of work with authors



1. Author-helpful policy (pre-review)

CMJ statistical editors, 2002
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2. Work with young
researchers/clinicians

Workshops on writing
In biomedicine
(since 2000)



Workshop on writing in biomedicine,
Rijeka 2001
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MEDICAL 3. Work with medical
students:

e second year
mandatory course on
writing
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Ten Years of Croatian Medical Journal
Biomedical Journals in Croatia
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Writing a Scientific Paper

Survival of Arteriovenous Fistula in Dialysis Patients
Thalidomide Review

Gynecologic Examinations for Legal Reasons in Turkey
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Go to the people,

Learn from them,

Love them,

Start with what they know,
Build on what they have.

But of the best leaders,

When their task is accomplished,
Their work is done,

The people will remark,

“We have done it ourselves.”

(Lao Tse - via Berry Levy, IPPNW)
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Andrija Stampar

Public health approach to
work with authors:

“The community presents a natural
work setting for a physician, not the
laboratories or surgeries. The
physician is a community worker
and a teacher.”




